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Fall virtual session kicks off
agenda with RIRSD process with
Canada

Treaty 2 Territory – We stand with other Nations
throughout Turtle Island in exercising and asserting
our rights when dealing with Canada through the
exploratory discussions under the RIRSD (Recognition
of Indigenous Rights and Self-Determination)
process. FNT2T, continues to hold Canada accountable
with land restitution, unfinished treaty business
and getting out of the illegal genocidal Indian Act
one step at a time for our Local Nations and FNT2T
government.
more on page 5

Acknowledgement, Recognition
and Respect posit the
Government of First Nations in
Treaty 2 Territory as key talks
continue with the Crown

Governing Council land base
gathering continues with Unity
Treaty 2 Territory – FNT2T began a passionate movement toward Unity. Unity as we all know gives strength and
brings people together. The Governing Council which is made of the Council of Chiefs, Chair, people from our
Knowledge, Men, Women and Youth Council met at O-Chi-Chak-Ko-Sipi’s traditional hunt/harvest at the Shell Valley,
Duck Mountains within the Treaty 2 Territory on Thursday 3 September 2020.
Wallace Ahmo, Knowledge Keeper from O-Chi-Chak-Ko-Sipi started
the morning off with an opening prayer around the sacred fire. He
was very poignant and passionate as he spoke about the importance
of Unity and how we need to continue to focus on the significant

Treaty 2 Territory – The Local Nations, FNT2T and
Canada acknowledge their relationship is based
and recognized through the making of Treaty 2 in
1871. Colonization and assimilation interrupted the
Anishinaabek way of life by Canada, and now is the
time to set things right for the Local Nations through
the Government of FNT2T.
Currently the Local Nations and FNT2T are exercising
the Anishinaabe way of governance through their
ancestral ways and Inherent Rights.
“Through the original spirit and intent of our
ancestral laws our Local Nations are restoring original
governance through a collective governing body,
FNT2T” – Chief Norman Bone, Keeseekoowenin
Anishinaabe Nation.
more on page 4

work the FNT2T is currently involved in. He also made it
abundantly clear that we need to forge ahead and ensure
that we protect the homelands of the Anishinaabek.
more on page 2

Manitoba House: Commemorating 150 Years
Since Making of Treaty 2
Treaty 2 Territory – Government of First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory
staff members attended a meeting with the Executive of the
Manitoba House Métis Federation Local yesterday to discuss plans
for next summers commemoration of the signing of Treaty 2 – 149
Years ago in 1871. The old Hudson’s Bay Company Post is where the
original Treaty 2 Document was signed. Imagine the ancestors –
dignitaries and travelers gathering there during that time. Leaders
from all across the Territory!
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Governing Council... from page 1
The FNT2T has a Grand Chief who is a
sitting Chief of his Nation; we are very
proud of this. FNT2T continues to be
creative in mandates set down by our
Leaders with respect to governance and
the need to involve ourselves in being
decolonized.
“Our ability to meet as Anishinaabek in
this great Territory right on our lands,
feeling the breeze, the fire and hearing
the powerful words from our leaders
is absolutely amazing. It’s time to
stand together and move together as a
government. The next 7 generations are
why we are here today and doing what
we need to do in order to bring back the
prosperity we once had on our lands”, said
Grand Chief Eugene Eastman.
During the Governing Council, our
sovereign leaders met to discuss our
current health and wellbeing during this
time of Covid-19. It was so important to
hear from each Leader, listening to their
individual concerns and the concerns of
their Local Nation. It was also impressive
to hear from Leaders with respect to their
unified approach about having FNT2T as
their voice for the territory.
Knowledge Council Chairperson
Louie Malcolm spoke well about the
Governance Overview booklet spending
some time on discussing the importance
of getting it out and having all Councils,
Nations and Schools receiving copies.
“The governance booklet is an overview
on what is made available on our
websites. Along with the booklet is the
governance and history curriculum which
is being finalized for our school this fall.
The maps and declarations will be sent
out to the school”.
Our Legal team spent some time talking
about the claims against the Crown and
Canada. The research is complicated and
on-going and yet we will continue our
long and ongoing challenge to show the
wrong doing Canada has done to our
Anishinaabek.
The current Governance structure was
affirmed this summer by all the Councils
along with the practiced approach of the
current resolutions. Each Council spent
time on each brief and agreed with a
motion to proceed in resolution form.
Citizenship continues to be worked on
and the latest resolution passed was to
advance with a territory process that
will benefit all Anishinaabe members in
the territory. The Government of FNT2T
recognizes the right of Local Nations to
determine their membership for their
own Local Nation and agrees to work
with each Local Nation to harmonize
their laws with the Government of FNT2T
Citizenship Law.

nations and leaders. We are working hard
to get back what is ours to begin with
and our inherent rights needs us today
to protect them”, said Chief Cameron
Catcheway, Skownan.

The Trust and Treasury process supports
what have been talked about for
many years having our own laws and
processes in place to manage monies
from all the resources and IPS’s from the
relationship with the Crown. The Treasury
has created a Trust Fund according to
Trust terms and conditions under the
Financial Administration Treasury Law.
The Government of FNT2T has created
the establishment of a FNT2T Treasury
to manage and invest all funds from
infrastructure, programs and services
currently being managed by other
agencies and governments.
The Indian Act has distracted us from
the original relationship and its current
volatile approach of separation, FNT2T
moved quickly forward with such
resolution as a Restorative Peacemaking
and creating Anishinaabe Mediation and
Conflict Resolution to assist during this
time of need. Our Anishinaabek, and
our Ancestors and Knowledge Keepers
gave to us the Seven Teachings of the
Anishinaabe peoples, (love, wisdom,
courage, truth, honesty, respect and
humility) to guide us in our dealings
with all Creation, beings, and relations.
The Government of FNT2T has now
committed to give the Seven Ancestral
Teachings a contemporary expression in
guiding the governance, and has now
established the Anishinaabe Mediation
and Conflict Resolution process using
traditional practices of restoring harmony
and balance, Mino-aani-gidoowin.
The discussion about the Manitoba Post
continued from the All Leaders Gathering
at Eagle Island, Ebb and Flow. The post is
a sacred heritage place when the treaty
with the Crown in 1871 was made. While
at it the Council created a resolution that
will build the first of many interpretive
centers to honour and showcase the
reliance of our Anishinaabek. The
building of such a centre at Clear Lake,
Wasagaming will be a great first step to
show the presence of our people around
the riding mountain area.
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The resolutions that were presented,
discussed and passed are as following;
•

2020-09-03-001_Resolution_
Citizenship_Passed
2020-09-03-002_Resolution_
Trusts_Passed
2020-09-03-003_Resolution_
Treasury_Passed
2020-09-03-004_Resolution_
Government_of_FNT2T_
Restorative_Peacemaking_Passed
2020-09-03-005_Resolution_
Anishinaabe_Mediation_and_
Conflict_Resolution_Passed
2020-09-03-006_Resolution_
Declaration_of_Treaty
2_Manitoba_Post_Sacred_Site_
Passed
2020-09-03-007_Resolution_
Declaration_of_Treaty 2_
Riding_Mountain_Wasagaming_
Interpretive_Centre_Passed

•
•
•
•
•

•

Next steps will be to have the resolutions
implemented by the Councils and
staff continue to be mandated by this
process. Since 21 June 2018 when
FNT2T government was established, the
Governing Council has mandated the staff
to assist with the implementation of the
governance through the resolutions.
Discussion circle was held prior to the
passing of resolutions;
Chief Bone discussed his family
connections, discussing a few stories
about his auntie and family. He
mentioned how the Riding Mountain
people were connected to as far west as
Bow Valley. “We used the pipe at many of
our gatherings and ceremonies right from
the old days, we are glad to see Louie
Malcolm hearing what the Chiefs said
back then, join us having experience from
his Tribal days and understanding what
we need to do to move forward”, said
Chief Norman Bone, Keeseekoowenin.
“Working together for the protection of
our territory is needed by all our local
|

“There is a long battle for us, I have been
questioning for many years about our
territory what is happening with it, finally
coming to a head with unity of Chief
sitting here today, and I am grateful for
that. Where we are going to go ahead
now and respect what is left to us,
everything left to us, Mother Earth is left
to us, our life is left to us and it’s a matter
of time that the great spirit will take us
home. In closing, I urge you to pray every
morning to the grandfathers that sit in
the four directions, the grandmother
that sit in that direction (east) and the
great grandmother, pray to them every
morning….aho”, said Knowledge Keeper
Wallace Ahmo, O-Chi-Chak-Ko-Sipi
Anishinaabe.
“Thank you Grand Chief for the invite to
your camp, feeling at home, exercising
our inherent rights is great. I’m actually
thinking we need to get our hunters here,
our young ones here to hunt. I’m very
glad to be here on the land today.”, said
Councillor/Men’s Chair Darren Mousseau,
Ebb and Flow Anishinaabe.
“I enjoy coming to these gathering
because of the importance of our
generations to come. We know what our
understanding are, our children need us,
they are our future and the protection of
our treaty 2 territory is very important.”
said Councillor Leroy Thompson, Little
Saskatchewan.
“Great to be here with the Chiefs, I’m
getting a taste to what Gambler use
to get excited about, he would be sure
pleased to hear what is going on with
FNT2T”, said Chief Ledoux, Gamblers.
“We are by the Shell River that flows into
the Assiniboine river, this is our boundary.
There was an old cabin up here someone
once used, roof was made out of sod,
about 15 years ago when I was up there,
we use to hunt there. Telling the young
fellows today, I then asked him you get
anything yet. He said he seen a moose
but didn’t shoot it. I told them where
to go for Elk, but you cannot get there
with a vehicle but can cross with a quad.
It is great to see our young members
out hunting”, said Louie Malcolm, Chair
Knowledge Council.
“An elder once told me… the ones
that protect our rights are the ones
that use them. If you do not use them
and do not exercise them what is the
use of protecting them, I’m referencing
our sacred sites in our territory”. Ron
Missyabit, CPNW Keeper.
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Restorative Peacemaking Onankonehkawin
ready for next step
Treaty 2 Territory – Restorative
Peacemaking means peace
and balance is maintained
in the Local Nations and
Treaty 2 territory through a
peacemaking system that
includes territorial and Local
Nation circles (replacing colonial
courts), peacekeepers(police),
wellbeing lodges, guardians
(conservation officers) and
restorative measures.

We have been given instructions from
our Creator to treat everything with
love, respect, truth, honesty, wisdom,
courage and humility. Lateral kindness
works to eliminate violence in bullying,
gossip, intimidation, and harassment.
The Grand Council 29 August 2020
passed a resolution to support the
Treaty 2 Territory in zero-lateral
violence. In order to heal, we must
all take the responsibility to be kind,
mindful and respectful to each other.
Our law will provide formal support,
structure and peacekeeping in our
territory through traditional methods of
resolving disputes which includes using
our Seven Ancestral Teachings and
modern expressions. These will guide
us and work to restore harmony and
balance: Mino-aani-gidoowin.

We have our own legal traditions,
spiritual laws, natural laws, customary
laws and legal orders. Our unwritten
laws and our understanding of them
has not disappeared. They are still here
and the process to revitalizing them is
ongoing.
Traditional models are based on
restoring peace and balance focused
on reconciling mutual understanding
between two people or groups. We
have ancestral and inherent rights to
govern ourselves—to create and to
restore a peacemaking system that
provides prevention, preparedness,

emergency response and post-event
remedies.
Our Seven Sacred Teachings and laws
come from the turtle which are as
follows: Love, Wisdom, Courage, Truth,
Honesty, Respect and Humility.

Our Land and Pipe is our Constitution.
Our unwritten laws will continue for the
next seven generations and beyond.
Our Ohnushsheewehwiin and our
mandate derives from our Creator.
The Anishinaabe way of kindness is a
teaching that is part of who we are.

Our process shall be interpreted
through Anishinaabemowin with
the intent of providing balance. This
approach will be used in accordance
with our Anishinaabe ancestral
ways. The drafting team continues
to work together in moving forward
Onankonehkawin.

Manitoba House... from page 1
If a time machine could take us back
to experience that scene – the smell of
cooking fires and the conversations that
took place around the fire. How much
knowledge and news from all across the

territory was shared?
The old Post had been rebuilt to original
condition back in the early eighties and
many locals remember gathering there to
commemorate the Treaty, celebrate our

heritage and educate our youth. Since then
not a lot has happened at this site. It is of
National Historical significance and has
recently been declared a sacred site by the
Government of FNT2T.

We hope to see you at the Commemoration
next summer. Event details will be shared
with our citizens as plans for the 150th
Commemoration progress.

Governing Council is
comprised of the Chiefs
Council and a Chairperson
from each of the Knowledge,
Men, Women and Youth
Councils, it meets 4 times
a year to provide direction
to FNT2T, draft laws and
resolutions to be presented
to the Grand Council and
implemented therefor after.

Governing
Council
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Government of FNT2T Financial and Administration
Committee takes flight with Trust and Treasury
Treaty 2 Territory – The Financial
and Administration Committee has
jumped right into moving the mandate
forward with its first fall meeting on
Thursday, 17 September 2020. Each
Local Nation selected a member with
financial, administration experience and
understanding to sit at the committee.
The committee advises the Executive
Council with the financial operations and
administration of AA-T2 and FNT2T. The
committee ensures sound accounting
practices and financial controls are
appropriately established both internally
and externally.
Other key functions are to ensure
compliance with Financial Administration
Treasury law within FNT2T legislation
and policy. Review and make
recommendations to the Governing
Council on the administration within
FNT2T; and the Treaty 2 territory. Review
and make recommendations to the
Governing Council relating to annual
audits by our FNT2T Treasury. Monthly
financial statements of FNT2T made
by our Finance/Policy. Take part in the
presentation of the audited annual
financial statements.

operations. Although the ToR has been
well prepared throughout the years, the
annual review was still performed. Some
tweaking and terminology amendments
have been recommended for change.

A key agenda item today was to review the
administration and financial operations
including the trust/treasury funds from
levies, taxation and unfinished treaty
business.

Ryan Sutherland, Corporations Keeper
made a presentation on the Trust and
Treasury resolutions that were recently
passed on 3 September 2020 at the
Governing Council.

The committee spent a large portion of
the meeting on the Terms of Reference
and amendment recommendations of

The Trust – was created to take back funds
that other agencies and governments have
been managing on behalf of our Nation.

The Government of FNT2T and Anishinaabe
Agowidiiwinan – Treaty 2 Trust Fund
and Land Trust has been established for
the investment of funds that will retain
purchasing power and while preserving
the Lands and Natural World in the Treaty
2 territory.

Financial Administration Treasury Law
according to the Trust Indenture terms
and conditions. The Treasury ensures that
funds be invested to retain purchasing
power for the current needs and the next
seven generations.
The Financial and Administration
Committee is mandated to meet monthly
to move all functions and matters
forward.

The Treasury – has been established to
manage all funds from infrastructure,
programs, and services (IPS) that are
currently being managed by other
agencies and governments. The Treasury
will manage Trust Funds under the

Transparency and accountability continue
with such reporting.

Acknowledgement, Recognition. .. from page 1
The day before entering into Treaty 2
negotiations the Crown recognized that
the Anishinaabek held collective authority
to consent and enter into Treaty. And
functioned under the degree of our own
inherent authority in culture, language,
economic and legal systems. Our ways of
life were locally and territorially structured
to protect and steward the natural world
within the boundary of the Territory and
beyond.
This process is intended to restore the Local
Nations’ and Local Nations Memberships’
governance outside of the Indian Act.
With an aim to seek an agreement that
recognizes the Local Nations’ collective
government through FNT2T by developing
a governance and international recognition
agreement.
An analysis put together in 2018 by
FNT2T found that Canada’s self-governing
process doesn’t work and will not work
for the Local Nations and FNT2T. The
Local Nations and FNT2T have their own
Onankonehkawin (laws) on governing and

America Act, 1867, Treaty 2 1871 and
The Constitution Act, 1982 consistent
with FNT2T’s “The Declaration of
Collective Rights of the People of
Treaty 2 Territory with Respect to
Lands and Territory”;
To confirm authority of the Local
Nations and FNT2T to establish
institutions, procedures and
processes with the three pillars: land,
governance and wellbeing;
The establishment of a new Crown
financial relationship to finance the
exercise of law-making;
Implement the spirit and intent of
Treaty 2, 1871; and
Development of a framework for
negotiating future government-togovernment agreements between the
parties.

will continue to assert them.
Objectives of Acknowledgement &
Recognition of the Government of First
Nations in Treaty 2 Territory:
•

•

•
•

Canada to acknowledge the Inherent
Right of Governance of the First
Nations in Treaty 2 Territory (FNT2T).
It is FNT2T’s interest that governance
over Central Turtle Island is exercised
in a manner that is consistent with
FNT2T’s“The Declaration of Collective
Rights of the People of Treaty 2
Territory with Respect to Lands and
Territory”;
The establishment of the Government
of FNT2T has the power to enact
laws to address matters of common
concern to Local Nations;
That Canada acknowledgement that
the FNT2T is a Government;
the acknowledgement of a
government-to-government
relationship between the Parties
within the framework of the Royal
Proclamation 1763, British North

w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m

•

•
•
•

This section includes Local Nations’
and FNT2T’s Onankonehkawin making
authority for the following:
• FNT2T Government;
• Citizenship;
• Internal structures, operations,
|

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

procedures and financial
management;
Selection of representatives for FNT2T;
and
Administration, enforcement
and adjudication of FNT2T
Onankonehkawin.
Canada’s role is to support the Local
Nations in exercising their collective
self-government through FNT2T by:
Recognizing and confirming legal
status and capacity of FNT2T;
Understanding the structure of FNT2T
government and decision-making
process;
Recognizing and clarifying the
jurisdiction and authority of FNT2T
government within the context of the
Canadian Constitutional Framework;
Harmonization of laws to support
better governance and effective
multi-lateral arrangements among all
levels of government; and
A new fiscal relationship in which
FNT2T identify their own priorities to
meet their FNT2T Members’ needs.

w w w . f n t 2 t . c o m
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Executive Council meets on administration and
implementation plan of resolutions
Treaty 2 Territory – The Government
of FNT2T keeps moving forward. Most
recently (3 September 2020) the
Governing Council held a land base
gathering up in the Duck Mountains
within the Treaty 2 Territory. The
Executive Council since have been
very busy with the implementation of
resolutions.
Today’s Executive Council was fully
represented and moving forward
with the positive results of the past
Governing Council. The opening
statements provided for some great
comments on unity, commitment
of taking back the lands taken from
our ancestors and mandating staff to
support the process. More discussions
took place on ‘unfinished treaty
business’ such as compensation for
immigration and settlement. A solid
step was taken putting a structure in
place to get rid of ISC and the Indian
Act approach to the infrastructure,
programs and services (IPSs) the newly
established Trust and Treasury.

The Executive Council spent some time
on administration and listening to
reports made about the four core areas;

communications, corporations, finance/
policy and operations. The Trust and
Treasury as mentioned previously
was launched today and will be the
foundation for the future. The trust
and land trust will handle all lands,
treaty promises and funds by creating
the Trust Bank of FNT2T and the laws.
The Treasury will handle the IPS’s and
financial oversite though the Financial
Administration Treasury Law being
created. Also the toll gate strategy of
all resources and land use funds such as
Enbridge, Manitoba Hydro, Manitoba,
Canada use of our territorial lands will
finally have the ability to collect.

A quick conference call was taken
regarding a presentation on the current
Health and Wellbeing strategy on
medical care and support. Our portfolio
holders both Chief Garnet Woodhouse
and Chief Ledoux will be meeting next
week to give support to the Policy
Keepers to move such important work
planning forward.

Nations can build capacity that supports
implementation of their vision of selfdetermination.”

obligation to engage each Province will
not stop or desolation the momentum
of getting back to the original form of
Anishinaabe governing.

The Executive Council continued to
mandate the Governmental and
Administration staff to continue
its quest for good accountable
management and following the
mandate given.

Fall virtual... from page 1
“We empowered our Anishinaabe Nation
to put forth the expectation that any
dealings with Canada will not be subject to
a narrowed vision of jurisdiction over our
homelands, self-determination, control
over our resources and protection of our
Nations peoples and interests” – Grand
Chief Eugene Eastman, O-Chi-Chak-Ko-Sipi
Anishinaabe Nation.
It is through our governing authority as a
Nation that we sit with Canada and explore
mechanisms such as the Term Sheet.
Accordingly, the Term Sheet sets out a
framework that will form the basis for both
the Government of First Nations in Treaty

2 Territory (FNT2T) and the Government
of Canada, to seek respective mandates
to negotiate agreements for each section
matter reflective of the obligations as a
renewed Treaty-based relationship begins.
FNT2T remains mindful of Canada’s
2019 Ministerial Mandate letters, which
states that “Canada will continue the
work to renew the nation-to-nation,
Inuit-Crown and government-togovernment relationship between Canada
and Indigenous Peoples. This includes
continuing to modernize our institutional
structure and governance so that First

w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m

This Term Sheet, including the discussions
leading up to its creation and its
implementation, shall not be construed as an
admission of fact or liability and is without
prejudice to any legal positions which have
been or may be taken by any Party in any
court proceeding or any other forum.
The Parties acknowledge that some
agreements may require the participation
of other levels of governments, such as
Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Canada’s
|

As the momentum builds, meetings with
Canada that were once monthly meetings
are now replaced with weekly meetings
and sub-table development. FNT2T
will continue to call on Canada to fulfill
commitments outlined in our Treaty in
accordance with the spirit and intent of
these relationships. We want to ensure that
there are no shortcomings in our sacred
duties, obligations and relationships with
Kidaakiiminaan.
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Ochichakosipi holds 2nd Annual Fall Gathering
Treaty 2 Territory – Ochichakosipi
hosted its 2 annual Fall Community
Gathering from September 21-24,
2020 at the Ochichakosipi pow
wow and campground, along the
beautiful lakeside.
During the week there were
presentations on history and
traditional teachings, hands on crafts,
traditional sweatlodge, traditional
meals like deer meat and pickerel
were served to the community
members. The fall weather was
warm for all who attended. FNT2T
government had an information
booth for all members to come
and learn how FNT2T government
continues to work with Ochichakosipi
in nation development. A big thanks
goes out to Local Nation Helper
Tommy Hunter who was one of the
main organizers of the gathering.
FNT2T government would like to
thank Ochichakosipi for the invitation
to attend this event and looks forward
to working with Ochichakosipi and all
members.

w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m
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FNT2T Regional office Dauphin moving forward with
Local Nations development in Treaty 2 Territory
Treaty 2 Territory – FNT2T Regional
Office Dauphin hosted several on line
and in person meetings over the last
2 weeks at the government office in
Dauphin. On September 15, 2020,
a virtual meeting was held on the
Restorative Peacekeeping initiative with
FNT2T government and Canada Table.
On the same day the Executive Council
met in person. Due to the latest Covid
19 precautions, FNT2T staff met on
line for circle updates and continuing
communications with the Local
Nations. FNT2T Regional office Dauphin
is now located at 19 Memorial Bvld
in Dauphin. Special Projects Keeper
Marlene Davis and Life Long Learning
Circle Keeper Allen Sutherland are
situated at the Dauphin Regional office.
Stop in and have a coffee, pick up some
information on FNT2T Regional Office.
FNT2T Regional office continues to
work and support the Local Nations in
nation development. Included in this
development is working with the Local
Nation Helper in developing the Local
Nations laws.

Grand
Council

w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m

|

Grand Council
comprised of FNT2T
Membership, meets
annually to discuss
current collective
business, pass
resolutions and vote
on laws.
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Team Gaawiikwedaawangaak (Sandy Bay) wins
Battle of the Nations
Treaty 2 Territory – Gathering of
Nations in Treaty 2 Territory continue
during the Covid-19 epidemic, this
year’s annual event of the Battle of
Nations was held at the Gilbert Plains.
Social distancing, sanitation measures
and promoting masks were in place.
Treaty 2 territory has 21.5 million
acres of prime sovereign land and
has twenty-four (24) First Nations; 9
that made Treaty 2 – 21 August 1871,
fifteen (15) more that live within the
territory and five (5) that border on the
eastern side of Lake Winnipeg.
The Battle of Nations, organized by
FNT2T Regional Office Keeper Scott
Lynxleg and Sports Portfolio Holder
Chief Barry McKay has increased its
numbers with a maximum number of
teams at this year’s event. Chief Wayne
Desjarlais, Gaagwekwekijiiwang (Ebb
and Flow) attended the event and was
on hand for the presentations.
Team Gaawiikwedaawangaak (Sandy
Bay) headed by team captain Merv
Spence, son Brian Spence and members
Scott Roulette and Waylon Eastman
won on a count back against Team
Sapotewayak, team leader Calvin
Campeau and his team Stacey Genaille,
Faron Genaille, Nelson Leask with
scores of 56. Honorary mention of
placing third went to another Team
Gaawiikwedaawangaak, captained by
former pro hockey player Ivan Roulette,
brother Nick Roulette, Justin Richard
and Claude Roulette.
Last year’s top team was from
Minegoziibe Anishinabe (Pine Creek)
headed by team captain Elvis Nepinak.
Top team from 2018 was Team Ebb and
Flow shooting 59. Lead by John North,
Cecil Houle, young ringers Deon Houle
and John Baptiste.

Dion Houle/Johnny Baptiste 58 CB 2nd
Place: Team Peguis – Chris Stranger/
Tyron Spence/Walter Mercredi/Darrell
Bear 58 CB 3rd Place: Team Ebb and
Flow – John North/Leo Baptiste/Ryan
Flett/Cody North 58 CB
2nd Flight – 1st Place: Team
Tootinaowaziibeeng – Stan
Mancheese/George McKay/Jordan
McKay/Brandon McKay 60CB; 2nd
Place: Team Pine Creek John Neapew/
Jake McKay/Ian Moosetail/Stacey
Mekish 61CB; 3rd Place: Team Skownan
– Wayne Catcheway/Larry Catagas/
Nelson Nepinak/Kyle Catagas 61CB

3rd Flight – 1st Place: Team Little
Saskatchewan – Kobe Shorting/Travis
Shorting/Albert Shorting/Daniel
Shorting 63 CB; 2nd Place: Team Pine
Creek – Larry Nepinak/Earl Thompson/
Jay Moosetail/Ron C 63 CB; 3rd Place:
Team Tootinaowaziibeeng – Barry
McKay/Gord McKay/Scott Lynxleg/Merv
Lynxleg 63 CB
4th Flight – 1st Place: Team Pine Creek
– Sterling Nepinak/Dave Contois/Kevin
McKay/Dean Richard 67CB; 2nd Place:
Team Lake Manitoba – Leo Choken/Carl
Paul/Jonathan Choken/Shane Roulette
67CB; 3rd Place: Team Cross Lake –

Results are as follows:

Honest Score: Team
Gaawiikwedaawangaak (Sandy Bay)
– Janice Roulette/Jachi Starr/Tanya
Ailkens/Elissa Roulette
Longest Drive – Team Ebb and Flow –
Todd Desjarlais, Skins – Team Dauphin
River – Emery Stagg
Closest to the Pin
Hole 4 Gallager; Team Pinaymootang –
Captain Adam Anderson
Hole 9 Kiniw; Team Keeseekoowenin –
Captain Brennan Burns

Championship Flight: Team Sandy
Bay – Merv Spence, Brian Spence,
Scott Roulette, Waylon Eastman 56
(CB) 2nd Place: Team Sapotewayak –
Calvin Campeau, Stacey Genaille, Faron
Genaille, Nelson Leask 56 (CB) 3rd
Place: Team Sandy Bay – Ivan Roulette,
Nick Roulette, Justin Richard, Claude
Roulette 57

Hole 14 RO; – Dauphin Team Pine Creek
– Captain Ian Moosetail
Hole 17 RO; – Pinaymootang Team
Tootinaowaziibeeng – Captain George
McKay
Thank you Mace Muzur for sponsoring
Hole in One Contest on Hole #4. No
winner but closest to the pin winner
was very close!

1st Flight – 1st Place: Team Ebb and
Flow – Shaq Houle/Darcy Malcolm/
w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m

Lloyd Settee/George Muswagon/
George Ross/Craig B 67CB
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Treaty 2 Grand Chief Eastman presented with
offering and gift from Treaty 3 Member
Treaty 2 Territory – One of the longest
known traditions of the Anishinaabeg
is presenting a gift and offering for
permission to enter another Territory.
During the Executive Council meeting
on Wednesday, September 16th 2020,
Karen Kejick, Policy Knowledge Keeper
of the FNT2T and member of Treaty 3
Territory, presented a gift and offering
to Grand Chief Eugene Eastman.
The gift and offering was a sign of
respect and request for permission to
enter the Treaty 2 Territory for hunting
and gathering. Grand Chief Eastman
was humbled and acknowledged the
offering and gift received from an
Anishinaabe Ikwe. It is not very often
our people practice our traditions which
have been in place since our existence.
Today’s presentation does happen on
occasion, but not very often from a
woman. Giche Miigwech Karen and
Grand Chief Eastman for reminding us
of the traditions of the Anishinaabeg!

Chiefs
Council

w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m
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Chiefs Council is comprised
of a Chief/Headman from
each Local Nation within
FNT2T, they are mandated
to protect Inherent and
Treaty Rights and ensure
implementation of Treaty.
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Keeseekoowenin hosts 23rd annual golf
tournament in Treaty 2 Territory
Treaty 2 Territory – 82 golfers took
to the links on Saturday September
12,2020 at the Poplar Ridge golf course.
It was a beautiful sunny day for this fun
event. The teams were participating in
the 23 Annual Keeseekoowenin Golf
Tournament. The tournament was a 2
person best ball format.

Winning team Brian and Mervin Spence

The winning team was from the
community of Sandy Bay, the team
of Brian and Mervin Spence. There
were teams from all over the treaty
2 territory. This annual event is held
in the early part of September and is
always a favorite on the aboriginal
golf circuit. FNT2T would like to thank
Donna Blackbird and Dwayne Blackbird
for organizing the tournament and
to council man Bradley Burns for
addressing the golfers and handing out
the prizes. A great time was had by all
who attended.

Chiefs
Council

w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m
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Chiefs Council is
comprised of a Chief/
Headman from each
Local Nation, it is
mandated to protect
Inherent Rights and
ensure Implementation
of the Treaty.
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Community hunt a tradition continues for
the youth of Ochichakosipi
Treaty 2 Territory – Ochichakosipi
community members received
packages of wild meat that
was harvested from the annual
community hunt in area of Duck
Mountain a traditional hunting
grounds of the Anishanabe people
for generations. The community
hunt was headed by Chief Eugene
Eastman of Ochichakosipi and
Grand Chief of Treaty 2 Territory,
along with community members
and knowledge keepers.
This is an annual event that brings the
community together to practice and
teach the younger generation how
to harvest wild game for sustenance.
The harvest begins early September
with the hunting crew camping out in
the park for 10 days, with harvesting
and the teachings throughout the
duration of the harvest. This event
gives the youth of the community
an opportunity to be on the land
and learning the hunting traditions
of their parents and grandparents.
Community harvesting has been going
on for many generations with more
and more communities participating.
FNT2T government would like to
congratulate the leadership and
community for this important event
for the young people and teaching for
the future.

Men
Council

w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m
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Men Council is
comprised of one
appointed member
from each Local Nation,
it advises and makes
recommendations
regarding life long
learning, justice,
peacekeeping and other
matters.

w w w . f n t 2 t . c o m

12

w w w.moccasintrailnews.com

w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m

|

MOCCASIN TRAIL NEWS

w w w . f n t 2 t . c o m

MOCCASIN TRAIL NEWS

w w w.moccasintrailnews.com

w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m

|

w w w . f n t 2 t . c o m

13

14

w w w.moccasintrailnews.com

MOCCASIN TRAIL NEWS

FNT2T Regional Office Dauphin working with
Ochichakosipi in local law development
Treaty 2 Territory – FNT2T Regional office
Dauphin met with Tommy Hunter of
Ochichakosipi on Thursday September
10,2020 at the FNT2T government
building in Dauphin. Special Projects
Keeper Marlene Davis and Tommy
Hunter discussed areas of local law
development, history, and plans for
moving forward in the development of
local laws for Ochichakosipi.
Some of these laws would include
membership, election and constitutional
laws. There will be community
information sessions for the members
to attend and participate in. Once the
restrictions of Covid 19 are loosened
these information sessions will take
place in the community. FNT2T Regional
office Dauphin continues to support
Ochichakosipi in moving forward in
developing a positive future for the next
generations in Ochichakosipi.

w w w.moccasintrailnews.com

First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory – Central Turtle Island
Government Office – Lake Manitoba: Box 1254 Lake Manitoba, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R0C 3K0
Regional Office – Pinaymootang: Pinaymootang Conference Centre, Business Rd Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R0C 0X0
Regional Office – Dauphin: Suite 119 Memorial Blvd, Dauphin, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R7N 2A5
Government Building – Dauphin: 38 2nd Ave NE Dauphin, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R7N 2V4
Life Long Learning Lodge – Dauphin: 19 Memorial Blvd, Dauphin, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R7N 2A5
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FNT2T Knowledge Council and staff participate in
harvest of local medicine in Treaty 2 Territory
Treaty 2 Territory – On Thursday
September 03,2020, FNT2T Knowledge
Council, staff and Life Long Learning
Lodge participated in a day of medicine
picking and learning at beautiful Lake
Audy in the Riding Mountain National
Park. Allen Sutherland, Keeper of
the Life Long Learning Lodge gave
a presentation on history and some
medicines.
The Knowledge Council and staff
learned the meaning and uses of
certain medicines that were and are
still used by the Anishinaabe people
in the Treaty 2 Territory. Sage was one
of the medicines that was discussed
and picked in the near by bison
enclosure. Lake Audy has been a place
where sage has been harvested for
many generations and continues to
be used by all Anishinaabe people for
ceremonies and prayer.
It was a great day for harvesting and
giving thanks for the gift of medicines
from Mother Earth.

w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m
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Ebb and Flow Treaty Day golf tournament an
annual tradition in Treaty 2 Territory
Treaty 2 Territory – On Friday August
28,2020 there were 76 golfers who teed
off for the annual Ebb and Flow Treaty
Day golf tournament held at the Dauphin
Golf Course. The tournament was a 2 man
format with 38 teams from all over the
territory and province.
The local nation of Sapotaweyak Cree
Nation were the big winners of the
day. Faron Genialle and his partner of
Sapotaweyak had the top score of 59. Also
3 of the 5 closest to the pins were won by
the golfers from Sapotaweyak Cree Nation.
Chief Wayne Desjarlasis welcomed all
the golfers and wished them luck in the
tournament.
The annual golf tournament will be
held next year in the third week of
August which coincides with the treaty
celebrations for Ebb and Flow. FNT2T
government would like to congratulate
Ebb and Flow for putting on a long running
successful event for the golfing community
in Treaty 2.

Cal Campeau
and Nelson
Leask of
Sapotaweyak
Cree Nation

more on page 17
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FNT2T local nations and FNT2T
Regional Office preparing for rise
in Covid 19 cases in the territory
Treaty 2 Territory – As the case count of
Covid 19 continues to rise in the Treaty
2 Territory and the recent restrictions
reintroduced by the Manitoba Health
Department, many local nations have
restricted access to local buildings and
outside visitors. The majority of local
nations are requiring masks when
entering any local building or program.
Some leadership have considered
re-establishing the checkpoints for
access to their community but will
decide as updates on the case counts

become available. Many meetings have
been rescheduled or reduced to comply
with the new gathering restrictions.
FNT2T Regional Office Dauphin will be
suspending in person meetings and
going virtual online for upcoming staff
meetings and council meetings. These
changes will be in effect until the status
is changed by Manitoba Health. FNT2T
would like to encourage all members to
practice Covid precautions like handwashing, social distancing and the
wearing of masks.

Action needed for reconciliation after Canada’s Throne Speech
Treaty 2 Territory – The First Nations in
Treaty 2 Territory continue to eye what its
neighbour and treaty partner the Crown,
represented by Canada, continues to do
within its Government.

rebuilding our Nations,” mentioned Grand
Chief Eastman.

Grand Chief Eugene Eastman has been very
busy supporting the Government of FNT2T’s
mandate to implement a ‘reconciliaction’
plan because action, not just words, is
needed. This most recent speech from
Canada’s Prime Minister signifies that it is
time to see action of rebuilding relationship
with the Crown which has tarnished over
the last 149 years.

•

The treaty relationship wasn’t meant for
Canada to control the Anishinaabe people.
It was about immigration and settlement.
The Anishinaabe Nation were to continue
to live and to prosper as they had since
time immemorial. Something happened,
paternalism became the view and the
Indian Act established controls and the
reserve system which essentially destroyed
traditional governance and living.

The speech from the Throne contained
several commitments:

•
•
•
“Although much work from Canada is
needed, the speech from Canada’s Throne
may promise continued steps with
important matters such as leaving us to
govern ourselves so that we can live off
Mother Earth and protect our natural world
in our Territory,” – Grand Chief Eugene
Eastman.

The Government of FNT2T supports
Canada’s first steps in implementing the
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples, which means closing the gap in
quality of life between the Anishinaabek
and mainstream Canada. Also means
rebuilding The Nation with Restorative
Peacemaking and safety. “We must be a
part of this process and be the ones who are

Youth
Council

w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m
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•

Joint involvement in implementing
the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples;
Safe drinking water and getting rid of
all advisories in our territory;
Culturally relevant health care and
mental health services;
Implementation of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to
Action;
Calls for Justice of the National Inquiry
into Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women and Girls

References:
https://www.canada.ca/en/privy-council/
campaigns/speech-throne/2020/speechfrom-the-throne.html

Youth Council is comprised
of one appointed member
from each Local Nation,
it advises and makes
recommendations
regarding sports,
recreation and games,
with one representative
to attend all Council
meetings.
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Animozeebeeng (Lake Manitoba) Anishinaabe
Nation re-elects and elects new councillors
Treaty 2 Territory – Anishinaabe
Agowidiiwinan – Treaty 2 and
the Government of First Nations
in Treaty 2 Territory would like to
congratulate the re-election of
Chief Cornell McLean and Councillor
Dwight Paul along with newly
elected Councillors; Berry McLean,
Byron Swan and Kevin Swan in
the sovereign Animozeebeeng
Anishinaabe Nation (Lake Manitoba).
“Congratulations to Chief McLean
and his Council. We look forward
to continue forging ahead with
the protection of our sovereign
Nation, Government and Territory
with Animozeebeeng Anishinaabe
Nation”, said Grand Chief Eastman.

Knowledge
Council

w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m
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Knowledge Council is
comprised of one appointed
member who is a Knowledge
Holder and/or Keeper
(includes Elders) from each
Local Nation, provides
recommendations and
guides all the Councils in
their deliberations with a
member participating in all
meetings.
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FNT2T Life Long Learning:

Orange Shirt Day Shirts!

Good Day! FNT2T Life Long Learning had 250
Orange Shirt Day shirts made in honour of
September 30th which is about remembering
residential schools and their survivors. Regional
helpers reached out to their contacts in the
(11) Treaty 2 local nations. Interest ranged from
community members to schools and teachers.
FNT2T staff tried their very best to ensure that
20-25 shirts (of the 250) were sent to the 11
local nations. As interest grows, FNT2T hopes to
increase t-shirt orders each year so that more
and more local members receive a shirt.
When the FNT2T Life Long Learning Orange
Shirt Day shirts were delivered to Ebb and Flow
First Nation teacher, Brian Monkman, said “they
were beautiful” and that his “wife is already
wearing it proudly.” Brian is working to organize
a small, social-distanced and safe honour walk
for Orange Shirt Day given these unprecedented
times living with COVID-19.

Residential Schools
September 30th is Orange Shirt Day. It
began in legacy of St. Joseph Mission in
B.C. At her first day of residential school,
six-year old Phyllis (Jack) Webstad wore
a shiny new orange shirt, bought for her
by her grandmother. That shirt was taken
from her that first day. Orange Shirt Day
commemorates the residential school
experience and honours survivors and
their families. Many Nations, schools, and
communities come together every year
on September 30th to honour residential
school survivors including those who
didn’t make it home. It is an important
day, but as second and third generations
of residential schools, it is important for
everyone to remember every day.
As schools, teachers, and caregivers
support students in their learning during
this unprecedented time, FNT2T Life Long
learning is sharing a few resources that
can support those teaching the history
of residential schools. It’s been said by
some that First Nations (Indigenous)
peoples should “move on” when it comes
to residential schools. As a country, we are
told and taught to remember historical
events such as wars, heroes, and tragedies
because they have shaped Canada. This
is true of residential schools for First
Nations (Indigenous) peoples. Despite
their tragic history, it is important that we
remember their legacy because residential
schools have informed the present. We
need to understand the ripple effects.
This isn’t “focusing on the negative”. It
is remembering a significant era in our
history that allows us to learn about
and to understand intergenerational
trauma while at the same time coming to
know our ancestors’ great resiliency and
strength; as well as, the importance of
reclaiming and revitalizing our identity,
language, and culture.
When teaching the history of residential
schools, there are those who tend to take

the approach of teaching students about
the “positive side of residential schools.” We
must remain cognizant that these schools
were based on the ideology that First
Nations (Indigenous) peoples needed to
assimilate into dominant society. We know
that many students lost their families,
identity, language, and culture. We know
that the education was sub-standard. And
we know that students were separated
from their families and communities. If we
envision ourselves today walking in their
shoes as mothers, fathers, grandmothers,
grandfathers, aunts, and uncles, we would
not stand for our children being taken
away from our homes or communities;
thus, we must teach the truth about
residential schools. We must not minimize
or undercut the significance of residential
schools, survivors, or impacts. Approaching
this history with humility and respect is so
important because it is a sensitive history
that is very real to many. An approach that
is respectful may consist of focusing on the
strength and resiliency of the character or
person in a residential school story; and
perhaps, having learners determine their
own strengths and demonstrations of
resiliency.
Educators (which includes parents,
grandparents, caregivers, and teachers)
may want to ensure they “check-in” with
students ensuring mental and emotional
health supports are available if needed.
Conducting a short debrief with students
upon closing a discussion, reading or
lesson is recommended. Utilize openended questions to do these check-ins
(eg. “How do you feel after today’s lesson”
versus “Are you sad?”). This allows for
students to choose and use their own
words.
A few key terms to become familiar
with prior to teaching this important
history include colonization, cognitive
dissonance, assimilation, indoctrination,

w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m

and manifest destiny. This list is certainly
not comprehensive, there are many
terms to know regarding First Nations
(Indigenous) history and contemporary,
but these terms will support a path to
deeper understanding when it comes
to professional development. A few
reliable sources for further teacher
learning include Celia Haig-Brown’s,
Resistance and Renewal; Legacy of Hope
Foundation (website); Where Are the
Children? (website); John Milloy’s, A
National Crime; National Centre for Truth
and Reconciliation (website); Paulette
Regan’s, Unsettling the Settler Within:
Indian Residential Schools, Truth Telling &
Reconciliation in Canada, UBC Press, 2010.
Early Years – When We Were Alone by
David Robertson (Cree), HighWater Press,
2016; Shi-Shi-Etko & Shin-Chi’s Canoe
by Nicola Campell (Salish & Métis),
Groundwood Books *These can also be
used in Middle Years+
Middle Years – I Am Not a Number by
Jenny Kay Dupuis & Kathy Kacer (Ojibwe,
Anishinaabe), Second Story Press, 2016;
These Are My Words: The Residential
School Diary of Violet Pesheens by Ruby
Slipperjack (Ojibwe, Anishinaabe),
Scholastic Canada, 2016; Fatty Legs by
Christy Jordan-Fenton & Margaret PokiakFenton (Inuvialuit), Annick Press, 2010;

|

My Name is Seepeetza by Shirley Sterling
(Salish), Groundwood Books, 1992 *These
can also be used in High School+
High School – My Name is Masak by
Alice French (Inuit), Peguis Publishers,
1972; Indian Horse by Richard Wagamese
(Ojibwe, Anishinaabe), D & M Publishers
Inc, 2012
Of course, there are more stories. This is
just a starting list. There are short videos
and films available on the National Film
Board (Indigenous films). There are also
maps available online that show all of the
residential schools and day schools across
Canada and provinces. What is important
to remember is to self-care. This is an
important history to learn and know but it
is one that is very real for many so please
remember to self-care.
In Taking Back Our Spirits, Jo-Ann
Episkenew shares that Indigenous
autobiography can entail not only
telling truths about colonization but
telling stories of resilience that may
inspire listeners and readers to tell
their own stories and seek social justice
through social change (pp. 74 & 75).
Of course, Indigenous stories are also
beautifully aesthetic in how storytellers
and/or writers choose to tell or write
them too.
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FNT2T Life Long Learning:

September New Moon & Fall Equinox
Good Day! We hope that everyone is
doing well and being safe.
Some First Nations refer to
September as the Falling Leaves
Moon or Leaves Turning Moon. In
Anishinaabemowin (Ojibwe), these
would be a few understandings
translated into English. This varies
by First Nation, their language, and
their dialect. It is the month of the
Fall Equinox.
One description of this Moon is as
follows:
“Falling Leaves Moon is a time
when Mother Earth is honoured
with the most brilliant colours of
Creation. She is adorned by the love
of all Creation as trees and plants
make their blanket of offerings to
her. It is during this time people
become aware of the wonders
and blessings of Creation that has
been bestowed upon them. Falling
Leaves Moon and the Fall Equinox
is a time when spiritual energy
is heightened and awakened.”

Source: 13 Moons calendar by Diane
Maytwayashing (Anishinaabekwe),
2018.
First Nations Educator and long

w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m

time language and culture teacher,
Brian Monkman, who hails from
Treaty 2 Ebb and Flow First Nation,
provided Anishinaabemowin for
September Moon as Waatebagaa

|

Oshke(h) Kiisis. Mr. Monkman is a
language revitalization advocate;
he works hard to integrate the
language into his everyday
teachings.
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Musqueam Elder & Aboriginal Rights Advocate,
Ronald Sparrow (R. vs. Sparrow)
FNT2T is committed to the
work of Aboriginal rights and
Treaty rights advocacy. A key
component to understanding
treaties is understanding
the many First Nations legal
cases that have impacted the
interpretation and the expression
of Aboriginal rights and Treaty
rights. This includes Inherent
rights and Aboriginal title.

precedented case of R. vs. Sparrow.
This was a very important case for
First Nations peoples across Canada.

Many First Nations and Indigenous
activists have demonstrated
bravery and boldness in asserting
their rights over time. One such
person is Ronald Sparrow of the
Musqueam Nation (B.C.). Sadly,
Mr. Sparrow passed away on
September 14, 2020.

The Court also ruled that the words
‘recognized and affirmed,’ as they
appear in Section 35, mean that
the government cannot override or
infringe upon these rights without
justification.” What this ruling led
to was the Sparrow analysis. It
determines if an Aboriginal right is
existing. And it sets out criteria to
determine whether there will be/
or has been an infringement on
Aboriginal rights:

Mr. Sparrow was the defendant in
the renowned Sparrow Case in the
Supreme Court decision of 1990.
In 1984, Sparrow was charged
for fishing with a net longer than
what was “allowed” by his license.
He fought this charge in view that
it threatened Aboriginal rights,
inherent rights, and collective
rights which resulted in the

In R. vs. Sparrow, the Supreme
Court of Canada ruled that
Section 35 of the Constitution
Act (1982) protected Aboriginal
rights. Indigenous Foundations
(UBC) writes: “Mr. Sparrow had an
‘existing’ right to fish at the time of
his arrest.

Is the limitation that is imposed
via regulation/legislation
unreasonable? (significantly
interferes with Aboriginal right or
treaty right)
Does the regulation/legislation

impose undue hardship on the
Aboriginal peoples affected?
Does the regulation/legislation
deny the holders of the right their
preferred means of exercising their
right?
R. vs. Sparrow is significant. It is
considered a landmark case when
it comes to Aboriginal rights. FNT2T
Life Long Learning sends deepest
condolences to the Musqueam
Nation and Sparrow’s family. He
stood up for Aboriginal rights and
he leaves behind an important
legacy.

Miigwetch. Renew and revitalize.
Sources: Indigenous Foundations
(UBC), “Sparrow Case” https://
indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/
sparrow_case/
Thomas Isaac, Aboriginal Law:
Commentary & Analysis (Purich
Publishing Limited 2012)
Image source, Indspire “Ronald
Edward Sparrow: 2011 Award
Laureate – Environment”
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=cfm4hdaw-08.

Women
Council
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Women Council
is comprised of
one appointed
member from each
Local Nation, it
advises and makes
recommendations
regarding children,
families, health and
wellbeing.
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National Film Board offers free viewing of
Colten Boushie documentary
Good Day! The National Film Board
is offering a free viewing of the
documentary, nîpawistamâsowin:
We Will Stand Up, by Indigenous
filmmaker Tasha Hubbard. The film
is about the death of young Cree
man, Colten Boushie.
National Film Board describes the
film:
“On August 9, 2016, a young Cree
man named Colten Boushie died
from a gunshot after entering
Gerald Stanley’s rural property with
his friends. The jury’s subsequent
acquittal of Stanley captured
international attention, raising
questions about racism embedded
within Canada’s legal system and
propelling Colten’s family to national
and international stages in their
pursuit of justice. The film weaves a
profound narrative encompassing
the filmmaker’s own adoption, the
stark history of colonialism on the
Prairies, and a vision of a future

Here is the link: https://www.nfb.ca/film/nipawistamasowin-we-will-stand-up/

where Indigenous children can live
safely on their homelands.”
The film deals with mature
and sensitive content so it is
recommended for Grades 7-12.
The website also offers a free
downloadable learning guide to
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utilize with students developed
by Jade Tootoosis and Sheelah
McLean. Jade is the sister of Colten.
It is important for educators to
have a deep understanding of
colonialism, racism, and social
justice prior to bringing these
teachings into the classroom. One
recommended resource for Prior

|

Learning for Teachers (professional
development) is Chelsea Vowel’s
text, Indigenous Writes: A Guide
to First Nations, Métis, and Inuit
Issues in Canada published by
Portage & Main Press (2016). It is
a well-written, easy-to-read text
that covers Indigenous history and
contemporary.
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World Suicide Prevention Day (September 10)
The Hope for Wellness Help Line offers
immediate help to all Indigenous peoples
across Canada. It is available 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week offering counselling
and crisis intervention Call the toll-free
Help Line at 1-855-242-3310 or connect
to the online chat at hopeforwellness.
ca. If requested, counselling can be made
available in Ojibway, Cree and Inuktitut.
Klinic 24 Crisis Line: 1-888-322-3019
Manitoba Suicide Prevention & Support
Line: 1-877-435-7170 (1-877-HELP170)
Kids Help Phone: (national line available to
Manitoba Youth) 1-800-668-6868
Prairie Mountain Health: Crisis South Adult
crisis line 24/7: 1-888-379-7699 & Youth
Under 18 crisis line 24/7: 1-866-4035459; Crisis North Adult and Youth Crisis
Line (24/7): 1-866-332-3030 *See their
website for more information such as noncrisis numbers

Boozhoo. We hope that everyone is well
and staying safe in these unprecedented
times of living with COVID-19. September
10th is World Suicide Prevention Day.
Mental health and well-being is very
important for all. The Medicine Wheel
is often used by many First Nations
to demonstrate the importance of
balancing overall health for individuals
and communities; that is, the balance
of physical, emotional, mental and
spiritual wellness. Many First Nations
believe that these four areas of wellness
are interconnected which is why it’s so
important for individuals and communities
to seek healthy ways in self-care.
The Centre for Suicide Prevention states
(via Health Canada 2010) that the suicide
rate for First Nations male youth (age 1524) is 126 per 100,000 compared to 24 per
100,000 for non-Indigenous male youth.
For First Nations females, the suicide rate is
35 per 100,000 compared to 5 per 100,000
for non-Indigenous females. The centre
also states”Historically, suicide was a very
rare occurrence amongst First Nations and
Inuit (Kirmayer, 2007).” While First Nations
peoples’ strength and resiliency is powerful
and compelling, the legacy and effects
of colonization have impacted many First
Nations communities over time.
First Nations (Indigenous) peoples
and communities have experienced
residential schools, day schools, the 60’s
Scoop, relocation, and loss of identity,

culture, lands, spirituality, traditions,
and language. All of these can have
intergenerational effects which is
defined as the “transmission of historical
oppression and its negative consequences
across generations” (Source: “Intervention
to Address Intergenerational Trauma:
Overcoming, Resisting and Preventing
Structural Violence” by Urban Society
for Aboriginal Youth, YMCA Calgary and
University of Calgary). Important work
is being done in many First Nations
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communities around mental health,
suicide awareness and prevention.
An important message shared across
suicide awareness and prevention is no
one is alone. There is always someone out
there who is available to listen and to help
such as a parent, caregiver, grandparent,
relative, school counselor or Elder, and
local (mental) health centers. Additionally,
there are many online/phone resources.
Here are a few:
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Centre for Suicide Prevention – Indigenous
Suicide Prevention: https://www.
suicideinfo.ca/resource/indigenoussuicide-prevention/
World Indigenous Suicide Prevention
Conference by FNHSSM 2021: https://
wispc2021.ca
These are just a few resources that are
available to anyone requiring mental health
support(s) and/or seeking more information
on such supports. *FNT2T Life Long Learning
has no affiliation to listed resources.
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